EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
December 8, 2025 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli, Treasurer Eileen
Fournier, Trustee George Bodin, and Trustee Dan Zettel .

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Mark Surbrook, Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton, and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser. Several
residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - November 10, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes

Motion by George Bodin, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
November 10, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve the agenda
with the addition of 19A Bathroom Hand Dryers. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: N/A
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:

Bob Clayton had one permit for a solar project on Tee Lake. He has one
solar project pending for next month. Rob Kowalski asked Bob about a
cabin that was built West of the creek on Greenwood Road. Apparently
power and a cabin have been built without a permit. Bob stated that he will
have to take a look at the situation.

SEXTON REPORT:

Mike Laier sold a couple cemetery lots. He also transferred a lot. Mike
stated that he needs some better trash cans. Mice get into the bottom of
the trash can for warmth on cold nights and Mike has a bunch of mice at
the bottom of the trash cans when he throws trash away.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER: Mark Surbrook stated that there is a new
location for the Veteran’s Memorial Park. It will not be located across from
the annex building in town. There is more parking and it is a less busy
location for ceremonies to honor veterans.



The county budget has been completed and now they are waiting on the
auditors to complete their audit report in March of 2026. The former County
Administrator has taken a job at Gratiot County. An Interim Administrator
has been assigned. This person has over thirty-one years of experience in
Mason County. The County is on their search for a permanent solution.
They currently have nine applicants. The new Animal Control Officer has
started working. This job is a 25 hour per week job with most of his work
during the afternoons. There is a deputy graduating from the Police
Academy. Once that deputy graduates, the Sheriff will have enough staff for
the 24/7 Road Patrol that was included in the millage that was passed.
Ogemaw Nature Park is looking for a new caretaker. Currently a volunteer
is taking care of the animals. The park is currently closed until Spring of
2026.

TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Dan Zettel,
supported by George Bodin to accept the Treasurer Report. Motion
approved.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve bills with
payroll checks #10,314-10,325 and payable checks #7576-7598 for a total
of $14,700.59.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel Y
Motion approved.
HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

There were eight hall returns for Janice Emmendorfer for $1,100. Motion by
Korey Kripli, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the hall returns.
Motion carried.

CEMETERY SIGNS:

Rob Kowalski presented the verbiage of the new signs that will be installed
at the cemetery to enforce the new cemetery ordinance that does not allow
people to scatter ashes at the cemetery grounds. The signs will be installed
at the cemetery once they have been received. The verbiage is as follows:



“In addition, the scattering of ashes or other remains is prohibited.
Interment of ashes is only permitted if such ashes are contained in a
cremation urn. The scattering of ashes is expressly prohibited. Any person
or other entity that violates any provision of this Ordinance is responsible
for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan law and subject to a
civil fine of not more than $500.00 plus the Township’s actual cost of
enforcement, including reasonable attorney fees.”

PROPANE BILL:

The propane bill from Webster Garner was $1.24 per gallon for a total of
$1,074.01 with delivery. This is a significant difference in price than in past
years and the board was happy to see this utility cost go down.

LAND DIVISION BILL:

The survey bill from Lapham Associates totalled $1,750. This survey was to
map out the property the township owns in order to properly set up the
transfer of land from the Brad Kartes.

LETTER TO GOVERNOR REVENUE SHARING:

Rob Kowalski presented the public with the letter that 122 Supervisors
signed and sent to the Governor talking about the decision of taking away a
percentage of Revenue Sharing money from townships to go to MDOT to
fix the roads in the state of Michigan.

BUDGET TO ACTUAL.:

The Budget to Actual was presented at the December Meeting. Korey Kripli
inputted the new report from Mercantile and was able to clear up around
96% of the Budget to Actual. There are a couple more GL numbers to work
on, but the Budget to Actual was able to be completed in a timely manner.
Adjustments to the Budget to Actual were made by Rob Kowalski.

SHERRI BARBER - BOR:

Sherri Barber is up for renewal of her two year term for BOR. Rob Kowalski
stated that he would talk with Sherri at the BOR Meeting on December 9,
2025 at 11am in order to see if she would renew her term.



PLANNING REPLACEMENT:

Rob Kowalski talked with Kevin White about joining the Planning
Committee. Kevin accepted the position and was sworn in by Korey Kripli
after the Township Board Meeting was adjourned. The next Planning
Meeting is on January 5, 2026.

VETS BUS:

The Vet Bus was scheduled on a Tuesday. Rob Kowalski stated to the
company that if they are scheduled on a Tuesday, they need to park by the
East entrance since we have the quilters who are normally scheduled on
Tuesdays. The quilters park by the North entrance. Rob stated that when
he arrived to open the hall up for the Vet Bus, the bus was parked at the
North entrance. Rob decided that the Vet Bus will no longer be able to rent
on Tuesdays and they will no longer be able to rent on weekends since
they can’t follow simple directions.

BATHROOM HAND DRYERS:

Rob Kowalski stated that the township spends a good amount of money on
hand towels for the bathroom. Rob presented a quote for plug-in hand
dryers for the total of $221. The board agreed with Rob, but decided to
table this issue for next month in order to receive a couple more quotes for
other hand dryers in order to make a decision.

SNOW PLOW BILL:

Scott Simmons plowed the hall and the cemetery for $100 each for a total
of $200.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mark Surbrook stated that he had a survey about the new Veteran’s
Memorial Park and he passed those out to interested residents.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

e Township Board Meeting: Monday, January 12, 2026 7:30pm



ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Dan Zettel to adjourn at 8:26pm.
Motion carried.

Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk



