EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
May 12, 2025 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli, Treasurer Eileen
Fournier, Trustee George Bodin, and Trustee Dan Zettel.

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Mark Surbrook, Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton, and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser. Several
residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 14, 2025 Budget Meeting and April 18,
2025 Special Meeting

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve the minutes
for the April 14, 2025 Budget Meeting. Motion carried.

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve the
minutes for the April 18, 2025 Special Meeting. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve the
agenda with no additions. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: N/A

COUNTY COMMISSIONER: Mark Surbrook stated that the county has
saved $522,003.49 with the closing of the jail within the first 6 months of
the fiscal year. By the end of the year, the county should be saving $750k
to $850k by the end of the year. The county is in the process of doing some
modifications to the county building. New lighting is being installed with
motion activating switches. Two new boilers have been purchased and one
has been installed. New windows will be installed and they will be
renovating the front entrance in order to have traffic at the front entrance
again instead of the back entrance which is currently being used. Taxable
values on properties across the county have gone up 5%. The Transit is
looking at cutting hours between 5pm - 7pm due to low numbers. NEMSCA
Head Start has leased a new building on Dam Road. It will hopefully be in
use this upcoming Fall.



ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: The township welcomed back Bob Clayton
after being away for a while due to some health issues. The board and
other residents of the township were glad that Bob was back and
continuing to do his township business as the Zoning Administrator. Bob
wrote three permits. The Amish are building a barn and would like to start a
cemetery in the county. Two additional families will join the Amish in the
near future. There is a court date with Mark White on May 27th which will
be handled by the township attorney.

SEXTON REPORT:

Mike Laier stated that flags were picked up. He has a couple deeds that
need to be made. He also talked to Steurnol McLaren about headstones.

TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Robert Kowalski,
supported by Korey Kripli to accept the Treasurer Report. Motion approved.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve bills with
payroll checks #10,207-10,223 and payable checks #7443-7461 for a total
of $20,321.98.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel Y
Motion approved.

Rob Kowalski wanted to clarify his mileage to the residents of the township.
Rob is driving for five different jobs. These jobs include:

Township Supervisor, Hall Manager, Hall Maintenance, Township Clerk,
and Deputy Clerk.

Both the Township Clerk and the Deputy Clerk work full time jobs and are
not able to make it to the post office during the weekdays.

HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

There were two hall returns for a total of $200. Motion by Robert Kowalski,
supported by Korey Kripli to approve the hall returns. Motion carried.



AMISH BUGGY:

Three members of the Amish community attended the township meeting in
order to talk about safety when traveling township roads with a horse and
buggy. Larry Kartes talked about how there needs to be more safety since
his son had been in an accident with an Amish horse and buggy in the
past. The Amish community members presented flashing lights that they
were able to use at night and in the morning when it is foggy. Dan Zettel
mentioned reflective tape that they could use to outline their buggies.

Motion by Dan Zettel, supported by Korey Kripli to reach out to Design
Company in order to purchase a sign to make people aware of the Amish
Buggies. Motion carried.

AUDIT UPDATE:

A normal audit for the township has been in the $8k to $9k range. In a letter
of engagement from Stephenson and Co., the township is expected to pay
$10k - $12k for the same audit. With the new Quickbooks and giving
Stephenson & Co. access to the Microsoft 360 Cloud, the Clerk believes
that this audit process will be better than previous years. Motion by Robert
Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to accept the Letter of Engagement
from Stephenson and Co.

Roll Call: Kripli Y Kowalski Y Fournier Y Zettel Y Bodin Y
Motion carried.
TEE LAKE UPDATE:

Robert Kowalski stated that he believes that the campers/residents that
have been dumping waste into the lake have left. Out of the remaining
seven trailers that are still there, six of them have septic tanks. Rob spoke
to every individual and they claim to have septic tanks on their property. If
they have an approved septic tank, they are allowed to stay there. They are
allowed to use their trailer 30 days per year. This doesn’t mean they have
to move it after 30 days. This means they can occupy it for 30 days. The
township has taken this as far as they can with the attorney. The township
now has a wastewater system ordinance.



RECYCLING CENTER:

There have been complaints about recycling with the hours of operation
and the lack of dumpsters. The township received a letter for GFL that they
are increasing our bill in order to accommodate more dumpsters for the
recycling program. Edwards Township will see a 10.22% increase in their
bill. Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to agree to
the 10.22% increase in the recycling bill from GFL.

Roll Call: Bodin Y Zettel Y Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y
Motion carried.
CEMETERY ESTIMATES:

Rob received two bids for the grading of the road in the cemetery. First bid
was Mid-Michigan Asphalt for $3,800 and the second bid was Dings
Excavating for $1,650. Both bids had different bid language and the board
needed more information to clarify the two bids and make a decision. This
issue has been tabled for the next township meeting.

LIABILITY INSURANCE:

Clean Cut Lawn Care and John Raymond Electric presented their
Certificates of Liability Insurance. Mike Laier stated that he cannot afford to
purchase Liability Insurance to dig graves at the cemetery. The board will
need to table this discussion about who will dig graves in the cemetery
since the Sexton will not purchase Liability Insurance.

ATTORNEY BILLS:

Mark White phone calls added up to $1,329 before the court case that will
be held on May 27, 2025.

Yvonne Mahl's FOIA Request totaled $337.50 in attorney fees. 648 pages
of documentation were sent to Yvonne Mahl.

CLEAN CUT LAWN CARE INCREASE:

Due to the extra work that was needed in the cemetery during the Spring
Cleanup, Clean Cut Lawn Care asked for an extra $100 for their work that
they had finished. Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to
approve of the extra $100 for the Spring Cleanup to Clean Cut Lawn Care.

Roll Call: Kowalski Abstain Kripli Y Bodin Y Zettel Y Fournier Y



Motion carried.
ZBA:

Pyramid Towers cannot put vegetation up around the cell tower due to local
farmers spraying to keep weeds and other vegetation down. A ZBA
Meeting will be needed in order to make changes to this plan. The ZBA will
need to allow a variance to exclude vegetation. In turn, a slotted fence will
be built instead of the vegetation.

RAILING AROUND PAVILION:

The board asked residents of the township to pick a color of sealant for the
railing around the pavilion. The majority of the members decided to keep
the railing as its natural color.

ELECTION UPDATE:

Korey Kripli stated the May 6th Election went well. Kripli wanted to thank
the following members of the election team for their service:

Kim Glasser, Linda Gring, Rob Gring, Michael Gring, Richard Stillwagon,
Charleigh Glasser, and Robert Kowalski.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Rob Kowalski stated that there are three trees that the woodpeckers have
destroyed. These trees have a possibility of damaging property in the
cemetery. Oakridge Tree Service came out and gave an estimate. Motion
by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve Oakridge Tree
Service to cut three trees down in the cemetery for $800.

Roll Call: Bodin Y Zettel Y Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y
Motion carried.

Dale Sheltrown stated that the reason for the low election numbers in
Logan township is that the school district is split between Ogemaw and
Whittemore Prescott.

John from the Amish community asked about a place where he could scrap
tires. The township hopes to know more about the Scrap Tire Drive soon.



Mark Surbrook stated that the MTA Meeting will be held at Horton Township
on May 27th at 6pm.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
e Township Board Meeting: Monday, June 9, 2025 7:30pm
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Dan Zettel to adjourn at 8:54pm.
Motion carried.

Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk



