EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
June 9, 2025 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli, Treasurer Eileen
Fournier, Trustee George Bodin, and Trustee Dan Zettel (absent).

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Mark Surbrook (absent), Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton (absent), and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser.
Several residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - May 12, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes

Motion by George Bodin, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
minutes for the May 12, 2025 Board Meeting. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
agenda with the addition from Mike Laier for 8A: Greenwood/Stillwagon
Intersection. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: N/A
COUNTY COMMISSIONER: N/A

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: N/A

SEXTON REPORT:

Mike Laier stated that he stopped a lady from putting a border on a grave
plot in the cemetery. He is working with the individual who has the heart
shaped brick in the cemetery since it is impeding the walkway. Mike placed
21 dozen American flags in the cemetery. Lights have been installed at the
chapel. 7 trees have been taken down. Trash has been emptied.

GREENWOOD/STILLWAGON INTERSECTION:

Mike Laier requested a four way stop to be put in at the intersection of
Greenwood and Stillwagon. He is worried about the safety of the Amish
and safety for residents that live there as well. The board reached out to
the Road Commission and they stated for the board to attend their next
board meeting on June 18th at 9am.



TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Robert Kowalski,
supported by George Bodin to accept the Treasurer Report. Motion
approved.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve bills with
payroll checks #10,224-10,242 and payable checks #7462-7483 for a total
of $36,019.04.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel A
Motion approved.
HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

There were two hall returns for a total of $500. Motion by Robert Kowalski,
supported by Korey Kripli to approve the hall returns. Motion carried.

RAYMOND ELECTRIC:

Raymond Electric installed lights and power for the pavilion at the hall.
They also installed outside lights at the chapel at the cemetery and
installed lights at the back of the chapel for a future interment garden.

UP NORTH SECURITY:

Up North Security fixed the security cameras at the hall. After the hall floors
were cleaned, the security cameras were not turning back on. Up North
Security fixed this issue.

CEMETERY ROAD WORK:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve Dings
Excavating for $2,150 to improve the road in the cemetery. This would
include labor to pre-grade the road before limestone mix placement and
labor to post-grade the cemetery roadway after limestone mix placement.

Roll Call: Zettel A Bodin Y Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y

Motion carried.



SCHOOL SIGNS FOR AMISH:

Rob Kowalski stated Buttman Township reached out to MDOT and MDOT
stated that they will be installing a 23 mile stip between Gladwin and West
Branch on M-30. Four School Signs will be installed where the Amish are
building a new school near Stillwagon Road. Edwards Township is splitting
the cost with Clement Township.

COURT RESULTS - MARK WHITE:

Court hearing has been rescheduled to July 1st.
ATTORNEY BILLS:

No bills from the attorney were received for this month.
NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW:

There was a great article in the Ogemaw Herald about the Amish settling in
Edwards Township. Rob Kowalski and Eileen Fournier were present and
were interviewed by reporters from the newspaper.

CEMETERY COMPLAINT:

A husband and wife were in the cemetery and wanted to rip out sod and
plant flowers at a grave site in the cemetery. Per the Edwards Township
Cemetery Ordinance, this is not allowed. The husband and wife were very
confrontational to Rob Kowalski and Mike Laier.

CONCRETE RAMPS FOR NORTH ENTRANCE:

With the new election set up at the township hall, Rob Kowalski is going to
reach out to Nick in order to make the front entrance of the hall handicap
accessible. Nick was the same person that did the labor on the pavilion.
Rob is going to reach out to Nick for a quote and the board would like to
have this done before the next election.

STREET LIGHTS:

The township has 9 street lights at intersections through the township. The
township currently has 4 LED lights and the rest are incandescent. Korey
Kripli reached out to Consumers Energy and they stated that it would be
$1,200 per light to convert the incandescent lights to LED.



Motion by Rob Kowalski, supported by George Bodin to approve $6,000 in
order for Consumers Energy to update the 5 street lights to LED lights.

Roll Call: Kripli Y Kowalski Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel A
Motion carried.
DUST CONTROL:

Ogemaw County Road Commission completed the Memorial Day Brine for
$4,420. The Road Commission used 34,000 gallons @ 0.26 per gallon
splitting the bill 50/50 with the road commission.

ASSESSOR'’S BILL:

MVW & Associates is the township assessor for Edwards Township. Rates
have not been raised. There has been no talks of an increase in fees at this
time.

ELECTION SOURCE/DOMINION:

The bill from Election Source was for testing for the May 6, 2025 Election.
The bill from Dominion is for the new voting machine that was voted on by
the board. Korey Kripli stated that this was a great purchase for future
elections.

STING:

The board decided not to donate to STING this year due to it not being
budgeted in the official budget for 2025-2026.

RICK AND CARL PLANNING TRAINING:

Rick Stillwagon and Carl McCauley went to a Planning Training in Gaylord
on May 21st.

MTA MEMBERSHIP CHARGE:
Annual Membership: $1,235.20

Legal Defense Fund Contribution: $37.06



PUBLIC COMMENT:

Rob Kowalski stated that he is waiting for the bill from Oakridge Tree
Service for the seven trees that were taken out at the cemetery.

The painter that painted the hall is going to paint the main sign at the front
of the township hall. Apparently, you can no longer purchase the letters that
are up on the sign to update them. Rob Kowalski mentioned that he had
found some PVC letters that the painter could paint and hang up on the
sign.

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier for $275 to
purchase PVC letters for the painter to finish the main sign.

Roll Call: Fournier Y Kripli Y Kowalski Y Bodin Y Zettel A
Motion carried.

John Hickey wrote an email to Robert Kowalski to complain about
“‘pettiness” from residents reporting him for violations at Tee Lake. Rob
Kowalski stated that the township has done everything it can to solve the
camper and waste water issue at Tee Lake.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

e Planning Meeting: July 7, 2025 7:00pm
e Township Board Meeting: Monday, July 14, 2025 7:30pm
e Board of Review Meeting: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 11:00am

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to adjourn at
8:48pm. Motion carried.

Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk



