EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
April 14, 2025 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli, Treasurer Eileen
Fournier, Trustee George Bodin (absent), and Trustee Dan Zettel (left early)

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Mark Surbrook, Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton (absent), and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser.
Several residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - March 10, 2025 Budget Meeting, March 10,
2025 Board Meeting, and March 22, 2025 Special Meeting

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve the minutes
for the March 10, 2025 Budget Meeting, March 10, 2025 Board Meeting,
and the March 22, 2025 Special Meeting. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve the
agenda with the following additions:

10A: American Maintenance
Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: N/A

COUNTY COMMISSIONER: Mark Surbrook stated that the county
approved of a new contract with Mid Michigan Medical Examiner. The deal
is 5 years for $63,720. The county made appointments to the mental health
board. They also approved of a new sick time policy. The county is
currently in contract negotiations with both the correctional unit and sheriff’s
unit. They added a full time Corrections Officer and a Secretary for the
Sheriff. Ogemaw County has a fund balance of $422,000 for the first time in
6 years. The Fly In will be held on June 21st at the airport. The Transit has
purchased one new bus, installed new overhead doors, and purchased a
pressure washer in order to clean the buses. The District Health
Department’s fund balance is $2.2 Million.



ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: Bob Clayton was absent. He had a doctor’s
appointment and is hoping to get driving privileges back soon. At the
Special Meeting on March 22nd, the board approved Rob Kowalski as the
Assistant Zoning Administrator for $1 per month salary. This way the job of
Zoning Administrator can still be done while Bob Clayton is absent and the
township won’t have to spend another $400 per month until Bob returns. 1
permit was approved. Rob continues to reach out to Bob for advice and
consultation with zoning issues.

SEXTON REPORT:

TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Korey Kripli,
supported by Dan Zettel to accept the Treasurer Report. Motion approved.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve bills with
payroll checks #10,192-10,206 and payable checks #7423-7442 for a total
of $22,510.56.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y Bodin A Zettel Y
Motion approved.

HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

There were no hall returns.

KEN FROM HARTLEB INSURANCE:

Ken from Hartleb Insurance presented information on the insurance policy
for Edwards Township. Ken has been in the insurance business for 53
years. The agency that he works for insures 3 of townships in the state of
Michigan. Ken encouraged the township to make sure that outside
contractors doing work for the township should have their own liability
insurance. Ken went over numerous situations that shed light on liability
insurance with the township hall and the cemetery. Ken urged the township
to reach out to him with any questions they may have about insurance.

*Trustee Dan Zettel had to leave due to a medical appointment.*



Mike Laier asked questions about liability insurance since he is the grave
digger for the township cemetery. Mike is currently paid by Steuernol
McLaren Funeral Home to dig graves as a subcontractor. Ken stated that if
the township were to pay Mike Laier to dig the graves, the insurance policy
would insure Mike, but it would not insure his equipment. If Mike were to
dig a grave and accidentally hit a head stone, he would be liable for that
and not the township. Tombstones are still the property of the people and
not the township. If Mike was an employee of the township, he would have
worker’s compensation and the general liability would follow him. The
Hartleb Agency would not be able to insure his equipment since it is
personal property. Ken stated that 99.9% of all of his townships that he
works with hire an excavator that already has insurance for their excavating
company.

ATTORNEY BILLS:

The first bill is $110 for the Mark White issue. Mark has called our attorney
several times. He drove to Midland and made a spectacle of himself in their
office. This has been postponed twice and there is a new court date. We
are postponing this date due to Bob Clayton being absent. The township
would like Bob to deal with this matter since he is the one that issued the
citations and knows more about the issue at hand.

The second bill is $135 which has to deal with the issue on Tee Lake. The
State of Michigan states that you can be in a camper for 30 days per year.
The township sent letters out to residences on Tee Lake and we are waiting
for them to respond. The attorney will handle the rest of the trailers. The
township has done enough work on this issue and the attorney will handle
the rest of this issue.

BRINE CONTRACT:

The Township received the Brine Contract from the Ogemaw County Road
Commission. The price is the same as last year. The County is doing a
50/50 split if we approve all three brine applications with a double pass.
Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve of the
Brine Contract from the Ogemaw County Road Commission with the
continuous double pass at $.26 per gallon. Motion carried.



JACK MORRIS ROAD UPGRADES:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Korey Kripli to accept the road
maintenance agreement for Jack Morris Road and it will be sent out as a
Special Assessment. Motion carried.

Somebody who lives out on Jack Morris Road talked to the Road
Commission and decided to approve of a Chip Seal Application for the
road. This was not brought up to the township and the estimate was
$2,100. This would be another Special Assessment. The Township did not
understand how the Road Commission would Chip Seal all of Jack Morris
Road for $2,100. Rob Kowalski wanted to get more information about this
issue. This was tabled for the next meeting.

DRIVING SCHOOL.:

Craig Stroia requested to use the parking lot for Edwards Township Hall in
order to administer automobile road testing. Their intent is to use the East
side of the parking lot only. They are not allowed to be at the township on
weekends and Tuesdays when the quilters are using the townships. They
will provide their own liability insurance. Rob stated that he would make
sure that the driving school reaches out to him when they want to use the
parking lot to make sure it is safe and nothing else is going on at the hall.

M-30 SIGN:

The State of Michigan stated that the type of directional signing that we are
requesting does not qualify for signing under MDOT signing guidelines. The
township discussed the possibility of getting permission from a landowner
in order to order a sign and install it on their property. The township would
be able to purchase a sign from the County Road Commission and get
permission from a landowner to install the sign.

Larry Kartes brought up the Amish horse and buggies with the lack of
caution lights or tape. Andy Fournier stated that he would reach out to the
Amish and see if they would like to come to the next meeting and the
township could possibly set up an educational meeting regarding driver
safety.



SCRAP TIRE DRIVE:

Two years ago, the township had a scrap tire drive. The township made
over $500. The township decided to apply for the $3,000 grant again. This
would give us access to a trailer for two days and residents can dispose of
their scrap tires that they have. The township is waiting for approval and
would like to have the drive in July.

MARK WHITE:

This issue was talked about earlier when discussing the attorney bills. The
pretrial for April 15th was postponed until May 27th. The township hopes
that Bob Clayton is back to deal with this issue.

STATE POLICE:

The State Police wanted a Forfiture Report from the township. The
township had nothing to claim.

ESTIMATE FOR CEMETERY ROAD GRADING:

Rob Kowalski reached out to Mid-Michigan about the road grading at the
township cemetery. The township is waiting on an estimate from
Mid-Michigan.

PLANNING TRAINING:

MTA will be hosting training seminars for Planning Members. Rick
Stillwagon and Carl McCauley would like to attend the May 21st seminar in
Gaylord. The cost is $120 per person to attend. The books are $114.75 per
set. Motion by Rob Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve
$500 in spending in order to send Rick Stillwagon and Carl McCauley to
the MTA Planning Meeting Seminar in Gaylord on May 21st, purchase two
sets of books, and pay mileage for this trip.

Roll Call: Kripli Y Fournier Y Zettel A Bodin A Kowalski Y
LAWN CARE:

Due to the board not having a quorum, the board tabled this issue for the
next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None



UPCOMING MEETINGS:
e Township Board Meeting: Monday, May 12, 2025 7:30pm
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to adjourn at
9:02pm. Motion carried.

Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk



