EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
March 10, 2025 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli, Treasurer Eileen
Fournier, Trustee George Bodin, and Trustee Dan Zettel

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Mark Surbrook, Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton (absent), and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser.
Several residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - February 10, 2025 Board Meeting

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve the minutes
for the February 10, 2025 Board Meeting. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve the
agenda with the following additions:

12A: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
12B: BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR 2024

13A: QUOTE FROM AMERICAN FLOOR & MAINTENANCE
28A: BS&A QUOTE

Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: N/A

COUNTY COMMISSIONER: Mark Surbrook thanked the Edwards
Township Board for hosting MTA. Bids were sent out to local restaurants in
Ogemaw County to provide meals for the jail. They received no response.
Meals are being provided from Rancheros at this time. Office space was
made in the jail. Contract negotiations have been made with Teamsters,
Steel Workers, and Road Patrol. The airport received their audit report and
the airport is in the black. Audit for county jail will be in March. Two new
buses and a van have been purchased by the transit. Animal control officer
is now operational.



ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: Bob Clayton was absent.
TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Korey Kripli,
supported by Dan Zettel to accept the Treasurer Report. Motion approved.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve bills with
payroll checks #10,174-10191 and payable checks #7398-7422 for a total
of $54,776.30.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel Y
Motion approved.
HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Korey Kripli to accept the hall
deposit returns that were stated in the payables for a total of $400.

Motion approved.
RICHARD CASTLE - CONSUMERS ENERGY:

Richard Castle from Consumers Energy came in to talk about the
Mandated Franchise Agreement that needs to be approved every 30 years.
This agreement makes sure that service will be provided to Edwards
Township residents. Richard also talked about what the EDC has to offer
townships in Ogemaw County.

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
Mandated Franchise Agreement from Consumers Energy.

Motion carried.
MARK WHITE:

Mark discussed problems that he has been having with a blight issue that
has been brought to his attention. The Edwards Township Board listened to
Mark and told him that since Zoning Administrator Bob Clayton could not
be present to discuss the case, the board was instructed by the township
lawyer to not discuss the case.



LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT:

The Fire Department has a broken tanker. They would like each township
that they serve to send a letter of support to Michigan Senator Peter in an
effort to receive a grant/funding for a new tanker for the fire department.
Edwards Township Board agreed to sign the letter of support for the Fire
Department.

BUDGET AMENDMENT:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to accept the
budget amendments as presented.

Roll Call : Kripli Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel Y Kowalski Y

Motion carried.

2025-2026 BUDGET:

The township budget meeting was summarized with township residents.
QUOTE FROM AMERICAN FLOOR & MAINTENANCE:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
quote from American Floor & Maintenance to wax the floors in the hall and
the office for $3,000.

Roll Call: Zettel Y Bodin Y Kripli Y Kowalski Y Fournier Y
Motion carried.
CHARLEIGH GLASSER - RESOLUTION:

MTA administers a scholarship fund established in memory of Robert R.
Robinson, former executive director of the association. The purpose of this
scholarship fund is to help students in Michigan who are preparing for a
career in public administration. This requires the board to produce a
resolution. Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Korey Kripli to create a
resolution in order to submit an application for Charleigh Glasser to be
awarded the Robert R. Robinson Scholarship through MTA.

Motion carried.



TEE LAKE COMPLAINT LETTERS:

Letters with pictures of campers/trailers that have resided on Tee Lake for
over 30 days will be sent to the township attorney and they will be
prosecuted in front of Judge Beebe. Each resident will be given 15 days to
remove their camper or they will be taken to court.

DEPOSIT FOR J. RAYMOND ELECTRIC:

$4,000 deposit was approved at the last meeting to J. Raymond Electric in
order to start working on the light posts at the township hall and then make
his way to the cemetery to install lights.

TABULATOR:

At the last MTA Meeting, Dominion showed off their new tabulator with a
printer and a new VAT for elections. Dominion offered the township a
$1,000 discount if the order was placed by March 1st. Also, a $1,000 grant
was available from the state of Michigan. This order included 5 years of
service for free for the new unit. The board approved the purchase at the
Special Meeting on February 28, 2025 for the new tabulator, printer, and
VAT for elections for the total of $9,593.

AF GROUP:

AF Group sent a bill to the township last month for the yearly audit that is
produced for workers compensation. The audit form was never sent. The
township paid this bill. AF Group then sent a letter to the township that
stated that it was $761 for the policy and there was an “audit
non-compliance charge” for $381. The township then received another
letter that the township passed the audit. Eileen Fournier wondered if AF
Group sent the audit to Mercantile Bank since we use them for Payroll.
Robert Kowalski stated that the township would reach out to AF Group to
figure out this issue.

DUMPSTER CREDIT:

The township received a credit from Republic for $71.85 after Robert
Kowalski had complained about some issues that were had with the
dumpster at the township. Republic wanted to charge the township $244 for
an extra dump since the dumpster was full after a rental at the hall. The
dumpster was full due to frozen bags in the bottom of the dumpster and
they were not being dumped properly by Republic.



OVERVIEW OF MTA MEETING:

The township board learned a lot about the new tabulator system at the
MTA Meeting. There were a lot of people at the meeting and it was a great
turnout. The highlight of the night was when Brian Klien from Ogemaw
Heights Co-Op talked about how Charleigh Glasser was doing such a great
job working at Edwards Township.

AMISH BOOKS:

Edwards Township has had a great response to donating educational
books to the Amish. The board wanted to thank everyone for their efforts.

FIRE BOARD BILL:

The Fire Department presented a bill for their service totalling $28,970.
This is a $2,000 increase from last year. This was presented and approved
in the payables. Robert Kowalski stated that he will be getting a report from
the Fire Department for the township.

ATTORNEY BILLS:

The attorney bills have been high due to handling many blight issues in
Edwards Township. This helps Bob Clayton handle blight issues as the
Zoning Administrator.

SNOWBLOWER:

The township spent over $400 in shoveling the walkways around the
township. The township board presented an electric snowblower as an
option to cut down on shoveling expenses. Motion by Eileen Fournier,
supported by Dan Zettel to approve $300 to purchase an electric
snowblower.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Zettel Y Fournier Y Bodin Y Kripli Y
Motion carried.
2024 CEMETERY OVERVIEW:

The township had 11 graves sold and 8 transfers at the township cemetery.
The township board agreed to keep the Sexton position at $300 per month
as long as the Sexton will provide a monthly report at each board meeting
and turn in a pay sheet to the Clerk.



APPROVE NEW CLEANING CHECKLIST:

Robert Kowalski updated the Cleaning Checklist for Hall Rentals. Motion by
Eileen Fournier, supported by Korey Kripli to approve the Cleaning
Checklist. Motion carried.

BOR:

The 1st meeting for BOR had three people attend. This means that the
township assessor is doing a good job.

INSURANCE RENEWAL.:

The township board voted to renew the insurance for the township at
$8,717 with EMC Insurance. The board is happy with the current insurance
company and renewal policy.

BS&A UPDATE:

Korey Kripli discussed two quotes that he received from BS&A for Clerk
Software.

1st Quote was for Accounts Payable and General Ledger for $19,885. This
included setup, training, and annual service fee.

2nd Quote was for Accounts Payable, General Ledger, and Payroll for
$29,770. This included setup, training, and annual service fee.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Dale Sheltrown thanked the board for getting the new technology from
Dominion for future elections. He stated that the Governor’s race will be
interesting with Republican, Democrat, and Independent candidates
running for the Governor’s seat.

Rick Stillwagon asked how many people were on the fire board. Robert
Kowalski stated that there are 6 people on the board.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
e Township Board Meeting: Monday, April 14, 2025 7:30pm
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Dan Zettel, supported by George Bodin to adjourn at 9:55pm.
Motion carried.



Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk



