EDWARDS TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN 2025

Chapter 1: INTRODUCTION

Edwards Township prepared this Master Plan in 2004 and updated it in 2013, 2019, and again
in 2025 to address the future physical development of the community. Through the process of
writing this Master Plan update, it became evident that residents are keenly interested in
maintaining the high quality of rural life presently available. The quality of life in Edwards
Township is defined by elements such as: the natural beauty of the rural landscape and active
farms; the rolling topography, including forests and farms; numerous lakes, streams and creeks
- and access to them; the ability to see a dark night sky; and friendliness, safety, peace and
quiet. The challenge presented is growth: the fact that the Township has lost active farmland
and that this growth trend is expected to continue. Secondary challenges include land and
resource consumption, and demand for public services.

Edwards Township Hall

The Edwards Township Board of Trustees passed a resolution on January 13, 2003 to request
that the Edwards Township Planning Commission work with the Board to begin to prepare a
comprehensive or “master” plan for the Township. The Edwards Township Planning
Commission audited the Master Plan and began Master Plan revision and update in August of
2011. Master Plan revisions were completed in January of 2012, July of 2019 and (insert
month) of 2025.

The Master Plan identifies planning goals to direct the future of Edwards Township over the
next 20 years. Similar to a good roadmap, this Master Plan defines a community vision and
preferred direction outlining what the residents want the Township to be in the future, and by
identifying options to get there. The goals are meant to be flexible. There may be more than one
route to get to the desired destination. This Plan outlines examples of actions that public
officials, landowners, business owners, residents, and others can take in order to cooperatively
fulfill the community’s goals.

This Plan is not designed to promote or prevent growth, but rather to guide growth to protect
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and promote public health, safety, and general welfare. The intent is to provide a way for
growth to occur while still preserving the existing high quality of life found within Edwards
Township. In so doing, individual interests and private property rights must be balanced with
the interests of the community at large when public decisions are made.

During the public hearing for this Plan update, residents repeatedly expressed their desire
for the Township to retain its existing rural character — including its friendly and peaceful
atmosphere, and to protect its environmental resources such as its productive farms and
forests. Reaching these goals is only possible if decisions made by the Edwards Township
Planning Commission and other public bodies respect the ideas stated in this Plan.

The 2025 Edwards Township Master Plan is meant to be a proactive and participatory approach
to land use planning. It is to be used as a guiding tool for decision-makers regarding land use
questions. It defines the community’s vision of the future and lays the framework for growth,
development, and resource protection for the next 20 years and is to be reviewed every five (5)
years in accordance with Michigan law. This Plan has been written with democratic principles
and community/environmental sustainability in mind, so that future generations will have an
equal or better quality of life than that enjoyed by today’s Township residents.

Legal Basis for the Master Plan

This Master Plan update was prepared from the fall of 2024 to (insert month) of 2025.
Edwards Township originally created a Planning Commission by resolution of the Township
Board on August 14, 1973 in accordance with the Township Planning Act 168 of 1959, as
amended (now the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, P.A. 33 of 2008, as amended [MCL
125.3801 et seq.]. The Edwards Township Planning Commission held its first meeting on
August 15, 1973.! With the formation of an official Planning Commission, the Township may
prepare and adopt a Master Plan.

During the original preparation of this Plan, Public Act (P.A.) 168 of 1959 was amended to P.A.
263 of 2002, the Township Coordinated Planning Act [MCL 125.32, et seq.] and then the
Michigan Planning Enabling Act, P.A. 33 of 2008, as amended [MCL 125.3801 ef seq.]. The
Edwards Township Planning Commission followed the directives of the Planning Enabling Act
in the preparation and updating of this Master Plan update. It is with a spirit of cooperation and
coordination between governmental jurisdictions and interested community groups that this
Plan update has been prepared.

Planning Process

The process of writing the first Master Plan began in earnest in February of 2003. The original
process of revising and updating the Master Plan, including a public hearing on January 16,
2012, began in August of 2011. The Edward Township Planning Commission then adopted that

'Members of Edwards Township’s first Planning Commission included Ken Zettel, Tom Scott, Roger Remilong,
Carol Curtis, and Don Dunn.
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updated Master Plan on April 15, 2013.

This process of updating the Master Plan, including a public hearing on (insert date) 2025,
began in the fall of 2024. The Edward Township Planning Commission adopted the updated
Master Plan on (insert date) 2025. Planning consultants from Grobbel Environmental &
Planning Associates were hired to assist the Township in this planning process.

In addition to a public hearing, this plan update process focused on Planning Commission’s
visioning activities regarding what residents want to see happen with respect to land use in the
future. A number of residents said they welcomed the opportunity to be proactive. Some ideas
for the future included: an over-riding need to preserve the best of what Edward’s Township has
to offer, i.e., productive farms and forests and high environmental quality; a need to improve
private road development and maintenance processes; a need for additional appropriate
commercial development in the area of Lehman Road and M-30 Highway, and the
strengthening the existing commercial uses; and the need for services for people and a variety
of housing types.

In addition, the Planning Commission met generally bi-monthly from the fall of 2024 to (insert
month) 2025 to prepare this Master Plan update, as well as work on current zoning issues. The
meetings were advertised and the public invited in accordance with the requirements of the
Open Meetings Act, P.A. 267 of 1976 [MCL 15.261 et seq.].
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