EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
February 10, 2025 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli (absent), Treasurer
Eileen Fournier, Trustee George Bodin, and Trustee Dan Zettel

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Mark Surbrook, Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton (absent), and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser.
Several residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - January 13, 2025 Board Meeting

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve the
minutes for the January 13, 2025 Board Meeting. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
agenda. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: N/A

COUNTY COMMISSIONER: Mark Surbrook shared some preliminary data
comparing 1st quarter fiscal year 2024 and fiscal year 2025 for the
Ogemaw County Jail. Differential was $333,369.15. If the trend continues,
closing the jail will save the county over $1 million dollars.

The county is in the process of hiring an Animal Control Officer.

The Ogemaw County Board of Commissioners actually sets the wages for
the Ogemaw Road Commissioners (3). They have been at the same level
since 2001. Currently, the chair gets $1,500 per year. $100 per meeting.
Members receive $1,200 per year and $100 per meeting. The Road
Commission was paying all of their health care.The Road Commissioners
came to the County Commissioners to propose a new plan.

The chair will now receive $3,500 per year. $200 per meeting. Health care
is waived, but they have the option to purchase health care. The members
will receive $3,000 per year and $200 per meeting.

Even though the County Commissioners set the wage, they do not fund it.



ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:

Bob Clayton was absent. Bob had 1 permit during the month of January.
The lot on M-30 looks nice. That is the 6th property that has been cleaned

up.
TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Dan Zettel,
supported by George Bodin to accept the Treasurer Report. Motion
approved.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve bills with
payroll checks #10,156-10,173 and payable checks #7376-7397 for a total
of $14,411.45.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli A Fournier Y Bodin Y Zettel Y
Motion approved.
HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

Motion by Rob Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to accept the hall
deposit returns that were stated in the payables for a total of $550.

Motion approved.
FEBRUARY BUDGET MEETING:

The township board has not had a budget meeting yet. Korey Kripli has
been having some issues with Quickbooks and is currently working with
Mercantile to solve these problems in order to produce an accurate budget.
Kim Glasser came in early before the board meeting to print out some
different budget sheets for Rob Kowalski to look at in order to work on the
budget. The board will still have a budget meeting in February, but that date
has not been set yet.

APPROVAL OF POVERTY INCOME LEVEL.:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve the Poverty
Income Level guidelines provided by the Federal Government for 2025.
Motion carried.



KAREN HILL AND JOYCE SHELDON:

Eileen Fournier stated that Joyce Sheldon had a BOR change back in
December 2023. Eileen worked with our assessor Van Wormer &
Associates to receive the change form. The change was made. The
assessor changed the form and then an email was supposed to be sent to
Eileen. Eileen missed it or never received it. Since the change was
incorrect, the township owes the county for the taxes for a total of $843.94.
This was chalked up to a clerical error.

Karen Hill has property on Channel Lake. She combined four parcels
together. Eileen gave the list of parcels to equalization two months in
advance. Equalization puts that information on our tax bills. Karen called
Eileen and said that she combined her parcels. Eileen called Randy at
Equalization to figure out the problem. Equalization said that the township
has to pay the outstanding fee, not the county. Eileen stated that this was
unfair. Equalization stated that the township should have had their assessor
go through this situation. Eileen stated that she has never once had to
check with the assessor in the past eight years. Kim Glasser stated that
once a property is combined, Equalization should send the Treasurer a
notice about this particular action. $395.34 will be paid from our account to
the tax account.

MASTER PLAN UPDATE:

The planning board has met several times with Chris Grobbel. We are now
updated and our next move is to schedule a public meeting. This will be in
the Ogemaw Herald. We will send copies of our Master Plan to surrounding
townships and they will have 63 days to approve or deny our plan. Then
the Master Plan will be complete for the next 5 years.

ZBA MEETING DECISION:

A resident bought some property on Wickes Road. He was not told by his
realtor of what he can and cannot do. He assumed that he could bring a
shed on skids onto his property. His property is too small to build a home
which means he can’t have an outbuilding. The resident thought it was a
hardship and the board stated that the resident created the hardship. The
property is the same size today as when he bought it. If he would have
looked up our ordinances for the township, he would have known what he
can or cannot do. After discussion, his request was denied.



BOOKS DONATED FROM LIBRARY:

Kim Glasser reached out to the West Branch Library and they donated
educational books to the Amish. Eileen Fournier reached out to a teacher
at Surline Schools as well.

MTA MEETING:

MTA Meeting will be on February 25, 2025 at the Edwards Township Hall at
6pm. All MTA Members are invited. Brian Klein from WBRC Schools and a
representative from ElectionSource will be presenting.

BILL FOR PARKING LOT:

None of the parking lot lights were working in the parking lot. Rob called
Ace Electric and called Banning Electric and didn’t hear anything back from
them. Rob reached out to Jay Raymond Electric and he came out to
assess the situation. When the timer was originally put in, they put a
breaker in each box. Jay Raymond Electric did not understand why they did
that. Jay Raymond combined them and then he had to go through the crawl
space because the light on the corner was not working. Something chewed
threw the wire and he will fix that problem for us in the Spring.

Estimate for work:

Jay Raymond provided an estimate for the following:

Two lights on the roof to shine onto the American flag out front.
Electricity to the gazebo. Four electrical boxes

Cemetery light for underneath the front porch, two lights to shine onto the
flag, and a light shining on the back of the building for when we start the
internment garden.

Estimate: $8,023.50

Motion by George Bodin, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve the
estimate for $8,023.50 for Jay Raymond Electric.

Roll Call: Fournier Y Kowalksi Y Zettel Y Bodin Y Kripli A

Motion passed.



ROAD COMMISSION RENTAL RATE:

Road Commission came to the board last month and asked to borrow 20
chairs for their meeting. They had their meeting and they were grateful for
our help that they have decided to move the sign on Greenwood down the
hill for free in the Spring time. The Road Commission has also asked if our
township would accommodate their meetings once or twice a year. They
wanted a rate to rent the hall. Rob stated they would just charge them a
cleaning fee since we all work together. This charge will be $35 per
meeting.

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by George Bodin to approve of the
$35 cleaning fee for the Ogemaw County Road Commission to host their
meetings at the Edwards Township Hall.

FIRE BOARD CONTRIBUTION:

Rob stated that this is the time of the year where we pay the contribution
for the Fire Board. The township has budgeted this for $26,000. Rob stated
that he is waiting on an updated invoice and the township will pay it when it
is received.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mark Surbrook stated that Horton received a bill higher than previous years
from the Fire Board. One of their trustees is on the Fire Board and the Fire
Board has not approved to raise their rates so Horton has not paid their
invoice yet.

Rob stated the Fire Department needs a new Fire Engine.

Rick Stillwagon stated that there should be a sign that states Edwards
Township Hall on M-30. The state has to approve of this sign. Rob stated
that he would get with the Road Commission about this situation. Kim
Glasser stated she would get ahold of Pat Reinke from the Road
Commission.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
e Township Board Meeting: Monday, March 10, 2025 7:30pm
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to adjourn at 8:18pm.
Motion carried.



Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk



