
EDWARDS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

September 9, 2024 7:30pm

PRESENT: Supervisor Rob Kowalski, Clerk Korey Kripli, Treasurer Eileen
Fournier, Trustee Dan Zettel, and Trustee Todd Johnson.

ATTENDANCE: County Commissioner Brenda Simmons, Zoning
Administrator Bob Clayton, and Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser. Several
residents of Edwards Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - August 12, 2024 Board Meeting

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Dan Zettel to approve the minutes
for the August 12, 2024 Board Meeting. Motion carried.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion by Korey Kripli, supported by Dan Zettel to approve of the agenda
presented with the addition of 11B Nicole Church Letter, 20A VES Mobile
Trailer, 20B Cemetery Cleanup, and 20C Forms for Cemetery Plots.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA: None

COUNTY COMMISSIONER:

Brenda Simmons stated that the county is $2.2 million in the red. Currently
negotiating with Roscommon County to house inmates at the jail. Ogemaw
County is currently ranked 83/83 for counties in Michigan.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:

Bob had two permits this month. Amish are breaking ground and hope to
have two homesteads completed by Winter. Cell phone tower is in the
beginning stages. Dan Winter has made significant changes to his
residence on M-30. Hoping to be done with demolition by the end of the
month.

TREASURER REPORT:

Treasurer report presented by Eileen Fournier. Motion by Korey Kripli,
supported by Todd Johnson to accept the Treasurer Report.

Motion approved.



MICLASS UPDATE: The township invested $400,000 and in 30 days the
township has made $1,469.64.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

Motion by Robert Kowalski, supported by Eileen Fournier to approve bills
with payroll checks #10,068-10,082 and payable checks #7261-7283 for a
total of $27,629.92.

Roll Call: Kowalski Y Kripli Y Fournier Y Johnson Y Zettel Y

Motion approved.

HALL DEPOSIT RETURNS:

Motion by Korey Kripli, supported by Eileen Fournier to issue two hall
returns for $300. Motion approved.

DEMATIO UPDATE:

The letter from Brian Dematio was sent to our lawyer. The township gave a
response that the house needs to be cleaned up by September 15, 2024.
Attorneys are involved.

HOUSE ON M-30:

Making tremendous progress. The house is gone. Camper and trailer have
been stripped and should be gone by the end of September.

NICOLE CHURCH LETTER:

Nicole has written letters in the past and nothing has gotten done. The
township has sent two fines to the resident in question about their
dangerous building. The township will reach out to the attorney to see what
more can be done. Bob Clayton stated that after one more ticket, we may
need to take the individual to court.

AMISH UPDATE:

Amish are moving fast and hope to have two homesteads and a barn by
the Winter. They have been nice to work with and are abiding by zoning
ordinances.



CHANNEL LAKE WEED TREATMENT:

The 2nd treatment of the Channel Lake Weed Treatment has been done.
Korey Kripli is hoping that there will be a 3rd treatment before the Winter in
order to comply with the contract that Aquatic Nuisance Plant Control
Division signed.

SIGN FOR STILLWAGON - TEMPLES:

The Temples were concerned by the lack of speed signs coming up the hill
on Stillwagon where they live. The township will pay for the sign and the
Road Commission will take care of it.

TAXES - MERCANTILE:

Mercantile Bank accidentally did not file our taxes and liabilities on time.
They reached out and told Korey Kripli that they were sorry about the error
and they will pay any fines or fees from the late payment. Korey was
impressed with their ability to correct their mistake in a timely manner and
take responsibility.

PRIVATE ROAD INSURANCE COVERAGE:

Rob Kowalski reached out to our insurance provider to give information to
the Road Commission for our Private Road Insurance Policy. Documents
were forwarded to the Road Commission in order for the township to be
compliant.

DATA ENTRY - DEPUTY CLERK:

Deputy Clerk Kim Glasser stated that her daughter Charleigh Glasser will
be helping her with some data entry since Charleigh is enrolling in Co-Op
at Ogemaw Heights High School. She will help Kim Glasser for two hours
per day during the week with data entry. She will attend all the meetings
that Kim Glasser attends. This will be a great experience as Charleigh is
looking to attend law school after graduating from Ogemaw Heights High
School.

ELECTION LETTERS:

Robert Kowalski, Korey Kripli, Eileen Fournier, Dan Zettel, and George
Bodin all received a letter from County Clerk Breck Gildner informing them
that they received enough votes in the Primary Election to be on the ballot
for the election in November.



CONSUMERS ENERGY:

Rob Kowalski signed the township up for a program where Consumers
Energy was donating aerators for faucets. All aerators in the faucets at the
hall were interchanged with brand new aerators.

TRAILER ORDINANCE - ANDREW:

Residents on Tee Lake have received a notice about their septic system
complying with township ordinances. The township at first wanted to use
the county’s ordinance that states all trailers must be removed December
1st and cannot be back until April 1st. The undersheriff doesn’t have the
manpower to enforce the ordinance. In order to combat this problem, Rob
Kowalski presented a Zoning Ordinance Complaint Form that the county
uses. These forms can be filled out and the county must act on them. The
county will handle enforcement through this process.

VES MOBILE TRAILER:

VES will be coming back to the township on September 20, 2024 in order
to serve disabled veterans. VES has done this successfully the past two
times and the township is happy to help our veterans in any way they can.

CEMETERY CLEANUP:

There are a good amount of dead trees and other trees and shrubs that
need to be trimmed.

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Daniel Zettel to have Clean Cut
Lawn Care to do a cemetery cleanup in the amount of $1,350.

Roll Call: Kowalski Abstain Kripli Y Fournier Y Johnson Y Zettel Y

Motion carried.

FORMS FOR CEMETERY PLOTS:

New forms have been created to give to people when they purchase
cemetery plots. These forms explain who to pay and who to give the money
to. Mike Laier is not bonded so it makes sense to have the money go to
Eileen Fournier who is bonded. Eileen created a receipt to accept the cash
and keep track of our plot purchases.



PUBLIC COMMENT:

Rick Stillwagon agreed that there should be more speed signs on
Stillwagon and surrounding areas. Also, there needs to be Amish Horse
and Buggy Signs around to the township to warn people to slow down. This
will create awareness to speeding drivers.

Brenda Simmons stated that the airport runway has been paved and is
open again.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

● Township Board Meeting: Monday, October 14, 2024 7:30pm

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Eileen Fournier, supported by Korey Kripli to adjourn at 8:27pm.
Motion carried.

Rob Kowalski, Supervisor

Korey Kripli, Clerk


